
City of Richland 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting 

July 13, 2026 
 

The Richland City Council met on Monday, July 13, 2026, in regular session. Mayor John Capps called the 
meeting to order at 7:00pm. Council members Steve Pfeifer, Cyndia Crafton and Jim Gaines were 
present. Council member Michael Hadley joined the meeting via phone. Council member Joe Adrian was 
absent. Also present: City Clerk Sarah Claeys and Public Works Supervisor Calder Bender. 
 
Pfeifer moved and Gaines 2nd to approve the consent agenda including the minutes from the June 8th 
regular meeting and July 9th special joint meeting, claims, liquor license renewal for Gas & Goodies/BP 
and fence permit for 306 N Oak St: 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Public Works Supervisor Calder Bender said he is still mowing frequently with the weather. The roads are 
ready for LL Pelling who will complete street repairs in August. The road repairs on E Harrison should be 
done later this week. He is also obtaining a quote to clear tree overhang on E Harrison. The water plant 
had a pump motor and pump fail this month, quotes to repair will be reviewed by council. Bender plans 
to flush hydrants this fall and will provide a plan as it gets closer. 
City Clerk Sarah Claeys stated the city has been awarded title to 400 N Richland St. The council will 
review options for the property once the 30-day waiting period has passed. There is one more month 
before the collection process can begin regarding the TN garbage truck case. She will be starting on the 
street finance report soon. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM FOR CITIZEN COMMENTS –No action to be taken: 
No comments. 
 
Chris Lisk discussed the complaints regarding barking dogs at his residence. He is working to reduce the 
number of dogs and cats that are living there. He will also research barking collars for the remaining dogs. 
The neighboring property owners are satisfied with this plan. Gaines moved and Pfeifer 2nd for the council 
to take no action at this time: 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Crafton moved and Gaines 2nd to auction the 2004 Ford F350 truck, toolboxes and 4 sets of bleachers: 4 
ayes, motion carried.  
 
The council reviewed an ordinance for underground fencers. Gaines moved and Crafton 2nd to hold the 
public hearing for the ordinance on August 10th at 6:45PM: 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Crafton moved and Pfeifer 2nd to approve the A&J Excavating quote for Oak Street repairs for $21,000: roll 
call vote, 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 



The council reviewed a quote from Electric Pump to replace the check valve and gate valve at the water 
plant. Crafton moved and Gaines 2nd to approve the Electric Pump quote for the valve replacements: roll 
call vote, 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Bender explained the pump repair and/or replacement needed. Electric Pump cannot provide an exact 
quote until the pump is pulled out. Gaines moved and Crafton 2nd  to approve up to $8,000 on repairing 
the pump: roll call vote, 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Crafton moved and Pfeifer 2nd to approve Resolution 07-13-26 (1): Resolution directing the clerk to 
publish notice of hearing on the adoption of the proposed “Code of Ordinances of the City of Richland, 
Iowa”: roll call vote, 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Pfeifer moved and Crafton 2nd to approve Resolution 07-13-26 (2): Resolution designating the official 
public posting location for meeting notices: roll call vote, 4 ayes, motion carried. 
 
Mayor Capps adjourned the meeting at 8:16pm. 
 
 
 
________________________________   ATTEST: _____________________________ 
Mayor John Capps     City Clerk Sarah Claeys 


